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Commuter Lounge Gets New Look
By Elizabeth A. Brennan 1 February 12, 2012

Blasting “Jesse's Girl” by 80's rocker Rick Springfield from a boom box and belting out the lyrics,
seven students armed with rollers and paint trays gave the Commuter Lounge a drastic make-over
during the winter break. With supplies and direction from the Commuter Advisory Board, the group
covered the walls of the area also called “The Griffin's Nest” on the fourth floor of Medaille Hall in
creamy yellows, vibrant golds, and soft, deep purples at the club's “Painting Party” held January 6.
The changes to the Lounge since the Fall semester surprise many who visit. “People come up and they
love it,” says CAB adviser and Assistant Director of Student Activities Brent Hickenbottom. In
addition to the changing the walls' color scheme from a solid light blue to a mix of purples and golds,
the Lounge's physical space been expanded from a small section of the floor to include the entire
meeting area of the Griffin's Nest, with game tables and extra computers to fill the space. “The room
looks bigger now,” says Joe Kang, a senior biology major who uses the Commuter Lounge regularly
since the improvements. “I go there all the time,” he says. At the
CAB-Residence Hall Association Mixer held January 27 in the Lounge to
show off the room's renovations, admiring remarks about the changes
pould be heard in snippets through the ruckus. One guest mused, “I might
actually come up here now.”
According to Commuter Advisory Board Treasurer and Secretary Stephanie Howard, the rationale for
rehabbing the Commuter Lounge was “to make it more inviting and to open the [room] up.” On the
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first morning of the three-day process, workers spent seven hours rolling colors over each wall and
painstakingly brushing paint on the trim. Over the next two days, a smaller crew returned to put extra
coats on splotchy sections, assist Hickenbottom with creating a mural on one of the walls, and brush
chalkboard paint onto designated panels, transforming them into black, writable
surfaces.
The major changes to the Commuter Lounge came at a small cost to the CAB
budget. Although the paint colors were chosen to “spread some Griffin pride”
according to CAB Activities Coordinator and sophomore Courtney Iberg, the
actual shades of the paint were up to chance, as the buckets were purchased at discount from the
“mis-tint” shelves at a local Sherwin-Williams store. “We got all the paint for the entire room for just
fifteen dollars.” gloats Hickenbottom. The price was right, and the CAB team says seeing the positive
reactions to the changes in the Commuter Lounge have made the project well worth their efforts.

Photos:
"You Missed A Spot" : Stephanie Howard brushes yellow paint onto the top trim of a wall, with
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ground assistance from Courtney Iberg.
Above: Erica Garcia knows she’s close to finishing the entire purple wall as she touches up the paint
around a window.
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SOLD Out
By Elizabeth A. Brennan

‘

February 12, 2012

Rising early to brave a three-degree wind chill and the light snow that had fallen overnight, nearly fifty
University students donned business casual attire and boarded a grimy yellow school bus to visit
Maryville University and brush up on their leadership skills at the 2012 Summit On Leadership
Development (SOLD) Conference. The Conference, sponsored jointly by the University and Maryville
to help student leaders of campus organizations share ideas with their counterparts at other institutions,
drew hundreds of students from nearby institutions such as Saint Louis University and Saint Louis
College of Pharmacy, as well as farther away schools, such as the Southern Illinois University Edwardsville and McKendree University, both in Illinois. Presentations at this year's SOLD included
“In-Your-Face Marketing” by the University's Co-Director of Student Activities, Brent Hickenbottom,
“Get Your Head In the Game,” a session focused on “empowering male leaders,” and “Call It What It
Is! Selling Your Involvement to Future Employers.” As she worked the crowd during her keynote
speech, Tracy Knofla celebrated the accomplishments of SOLD over
[the years: “It's the eighth year of this program, and the eighth year
leans there's some magic happening.”

In her opening statement, University Director of Student Activities Janelle Densberger urged
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individuals to separate from their friends during conference activities so that groups could take
advantage of as much information available in the various presentations as possible. Later, Knofla
reiterated Densberger's remarks. “As Janelle said so
beautifully, turn to your friends and kiss them goodbye.”
After conducting an icebreaker exercise that involved
physically rubbing elbows with strangers to energize the
crowd, Knofla encouraged them to continue rubbing
elbows - literally - throughout the day and to sit with
students from other schools at lunchtime. Many took this
advice to heart, and during the lunch period, several tables
in the Maryville cafeteria had multiple schools represented. “We don't have enough strangers at our
table!” exclaimed a sophomore from Maryville as she ran to ask a McKendree University student
sitting alone at a nearby table to join her group for lunch.

“It was better than I expected it to be,” says freshman Drew Tyler genuinely. Tyler may have attended
SOLD, but his presence was not exactly by his own free will. “I forced him to come -1 even registered
for him,” junior Carlos Duran says, grinning as Tyler grimaces. Duran, the
of the Student Alumni Association and leader of the
club, has attended two SOLD Conferences prior to this
ne, and has found them very valuable. Although Tyler is surprised to
dmit it, he appreciates Duran's efforts: “It was definitely worth it.”

SOLD was originally a leadership training effort between the University and Maryville that began in
2004. As the program grew, its base was expanded to include the participation of any school within
“drivable distance” in the words of Knofla, and representatives from the newly-included universities
began to hold presentations alongside those from the original schools. The Conference's purpose is to
allow leaders of campus groups the chance to compare notes on topics such as forming new clubs,
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building effective organizations, planning successful events, and improving communication skills.

Duran says that even after attending three SOLD Conferences, two held at Maryville and one at
Fontbonne, the experience has not become repetitive. “There's so much variety of what you can learn.
You can't go to everything each year, and there are different teachers for presentations, too. Everyone
has something else to offer.” After attending a session on effective marketing techniques and one on
using already-available resources for events, Duran is ready for next year's SOLD, which will be
hosted by Fontbonne. Knofla is also looking forward to the continuation of SOLD: “I will be here for
SOLD's twentieth year. I may be in a wheelchair, but I'll be here,” she promised.

Photos from Top:
1. (Cover) Sophomore Marielle Counts works with students from Maryville and other institutions to
create a poster representing "an outstanding organization."
2. Keynote speaker Tracy Knofla interacts with the crowd in the Maryville University Auditorium
during the Conference's opening.
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3. Director of Student Activities Jane lie Densberger encourages students to attend sessions separate
from their buddies to maximize the Conference's benefits.
4. Freshman Drew Tyler and junior Carlos Duran stand with a cutout of the Maryville University
mascot, a saint bernard.
5. University students Kaniz Abbas, Kristen Burchard, and Erica Garcia get down on the Maryville
stage during a break.
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The “Magic Sister”
By Elizabeth A. Brennan 1 February 12, 2012

In the crowded Board Room of the Jack. C. Taylor Library, Sister Michael Therese Bauer, CSJ, asks
for a volunteer. Junior Chantal Brown raises her hand to participate in the trick, and Sister Bauer
eagerly brings the deck of red cards over to her seat near the front of the room. After tense
deliberation, Brown pulls the Ace of Hearts out, and, making sure its face is turned away from the nun,
shows the card to the audience. Then, she nudges it back into the deck, and Sister Bauer drops the
stack of cards into a short, clear glass so that the deck leans vertically against the side. Holding the cup
up so that everyone in the audience of thirty can see, she waves her arm dramatically over the cards
and countes down slowly, “Three...Two...Two-and-a-half...,” and at “One,” a playing card rises slowly
from the stack to stick out above the rest. It's Chantel's.

"That was kind of spooky!” sophomore Latricia Johnson said later. Sister Bauer's magical powers
might be intimidating, but nothing about her presence suggests it. Instead, her animated face and
make her appear much younger than her 80 years of
and the quilt-patch vest she wears when performing makes
er seem grandmotherly. Then, of course, she reveals her
leight-of-hand tricks.

Tucking a coin inside her left fist, Sister Bauer wiggles the fingers of her right hand over the “well” she
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created in the other hand and solemnly announces, “And now, we need some magic dust.” Her serious
demeanor is betrayed only by the twinkle in her eyes as she realizes the crowd surrounding her in the
Library Board Room is far too old to believe in “magic dust.”
After one more wiggle, she moves her hand away, opens her
fist, and the coin has vanished.

As a presenter for the “Our Sisters, Our Heritage” series put on by the University's Mission Integration
team and the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Carondelet Endowed Chair in Catholic Thought, Sister Bauer
began the show, titled “Magic Sister,” by discussing her life as a sister in the Sisters of Saint Joseph
order of Catholic nuns. She was bom in 1932 in Centraba, Illinois, but moved to Saint Louis and lived
in the Carondelet neighborhood of South Saint Louis soon after. Her father “loved to do magic - he
was always playing around with it,” she said. Although she learned sleight-of-hand tricks with coins
when she was fifteen, she did not use the tricks very often until she was in her twenties when she was
sent by the order to teach in grade schools in Hawaii, Denver, and Saint Louis. “I'd make a rock or a
Crayola disappear,” and her tricks became popular with students. “Kids on the playground [would beg
me,] 'Sister, Sister, make this disappear!' And I would think 'Oh, when's the bell going to ring?'” she
laughs.

Once, when her father visited her at her convent shortly after she joined the Sisters of Saint Joseph, he
brought with him the old coin she had first used for sleight-of-hand tricks. However, because the
Sisters of Saint Joseph have limits on personal possessions, she had to ask her superiors for permission

to keep it. When she showed the coin to a superior, the superior did not understand its significance.
After making the coin “disappear,” Sister Bauer was allowed to keep the coin, with the restriction that
it only be used during designated Recreation hours.

e style of the Sisters of Saint Joseph has changed in many
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vays since then, and today, Sister Bauer puts on magic shows for
ter fellow Sisters, as well as her family and friends. “Why do I
ike magic? To see the expressions on people's faces and the joy
t brings them makes my heart happy, and makes me happy, too.
They're forgetting their problems, and they're happy for just that moment,” she says. Performing magic
also takes on a religious aspect for Sister Bauer. “In the mornings, I say to God, 'Who do you want me
to bring a smile to today? Who do you want me to mystify?' Know that you're being blest today. The
good Lord is talking and smiling through me.”

After sharing the story of her life and amazing the audience with her tricks, Sister Bauer concluded by
telling the audience about other branches of entertainment she
is involved in. She dresses up as Santa Claus for the Carondelet
Motherhouse's Christmas parties, and entertains the sisters and
their visiting families every year. She has another hobby, as
well: clowning. As a member of the Knights of Columbus'
Clowning Club, she attends annual conventions and monthly clowning meetings to learn new tricks
and hone her skills. Her enthusiasm for clowning has not decreased any in recent years, but it has
changed directions slightly: “I don't dress up anymore. I used to, but now I only dress up for the
summer Clown Convention.”

Photos courtesy of Erica Garcia
From Top:
1. (Cover) Sister Bauer tries to convince a member of the audience that the rope she will be using for
her next trick is a quite ordinary one.
2. Claire Sheehan assists Sister Bauer with a card trick by writing her initials in pencil on a special
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card.
3. With the help of a little magic dust, Sister Bauer makes a coin disappear.
4. Junior Mariah Tousley lends Sister Bauer a finger for a trick.
5. Director of Campus Ministry Sarah Boul holds a string as Sister Bauer pulls away a scarf and makes
the cube that was underneath it disappear.
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Camping in the City: Student Goes to Wall
Street
By Samuel Tucker Nickols J February 23, 2012
With only a sleeping bag and a backpack, Riley O’Neil traveled to Zuccotti Park, in New York’s
financial district last October to witness the contemporary social movement Occupy Wall Street. He
closely monitored its development after hearing about it from a friend until reading about it wasn’t
enough. “I wanted to be part of the protest to get a better understanding,” O’Neil said, “and
experience history in the making.”
Hit hard by the recession, O’Neil witnessed his family’s efforts to make smarter economic decisions.
He watched his father, a graduate of Colorado State, struggle to find work as a construction manager
and contractor. He watched his mother run her own interior and floral decorating business while
working as a waitress. Acknowledging the impact the movement could have on him as a middle class
American and future businessman, he decided to take an initiative.
Arriving at Penn Station on Friday night, O’Neil departed in search of Zuccotti Park, where he would
join the hundreds of activists that called it home, “ft was easy to find,” he said, “you could tell
because of all the commotion surrounding it.” Protesters filled the streets with their frustration, while
on the opposite end of the park a band called The Pulse performed live music. New York City police
lined one side of Zuccotti Park, and media vans crowded the other. “There was a respect between the
cops and the protesters. They were there to keep the peace and clear the sidewalks. I only saw one
person get arrested, and she was drunk,” said O’Neil, rolling his eyes.
When he made his way into the park, he was instantly greeted and handed flyers. “People there
wanted you to learn,” he said, “and I saw another view of the world and business.” He gained new
perspectives and information about the commercial world not taught in his business course.
When the time came to find a place to sleep he tried to distance himself away from the action.
“Everyone from grandmas to kids camped out,” he said. “It was like nap time at a day care: you just
found a place, claimed it, and laid out your bedding.”
O’Neil awoke Saturday morning with a camera in his face, to which he gave the peace sign. After
rolling up his sleeping bag, he stood in line for a free breakfast donated by supporters. However, food
wasn’t the only thing provided free of charge. Located within the 33,000 square foot park were two
medical stands, a library, and a whole comer for yoga and meditation. “The month old garden had
been planted with beans in preparation for winter,” O’Neil said. There was also a recycling collection
and a compost pile, a generator connected to a stationary bike powered by volunteers, a welcome
center, and a section of the park dedicated to making signs, buttons, stickers, and various kinds of
artwork.
The people that had been protesting through the night were still at it in the morning, and more people
joined as the day progressed. “They kept them simple and catchy,” he said, “like ‘We. Are. The 99
percent’ and ‘tell me what democracy looks like,’ [arrow to the encampment] ‘this is what democracy
looks like.”
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In order to get people’s attention when an announcement needed to be made, the speaker would yell,
“mic check,” and wait for a unified response, “MIC CHECK,” he or she would continue, “The
generator needs to be charged. Who wants to get on the bike?”
O’Neil woke up Sunday morning again with a fellow protestor in his face. “You guys want pizza?” a
woman said, as she walked around with the donated food. For a movement that prides itself on having
no leaders but instead a collective voice where every individual is heard, he was surprised by the
sophistication of the encampment. “It was extremely organized because of twitter and the internet.”
The last of the encampments face eviction in Portland and D.C, but O’Neil stays optimistic, believing
that when temperatures start to raise the movement will gain power. “In the spring and summer when
the weather is nicer there will be greater numbers.” When asked if he would do it all over again,
O’Neil said, “I would stay longer and meet new people.”
O’Neil stays involved as a college student, on campus and in the community, a practice that carried
over from high school. He desires to become a local politician, believing that one individual may not
have the power to influence the masses but can improve the community. “I want to be a leader of
change,” he said.
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Human Body Comes Alive at Figure Now Art
Exhibit
By Jessica Shilling J February 23, 2012
The Figure Now Exhibit in the Art Gallery showcases local artists and those from around the nation.
The juried exhibit focuses on the contemporary interpretation of shape and form of the human body.
Because the show was a nationally judged exhibit, many of the artists were unable to attend. The local
artists included a Washington University student, as well as a Fontbonne student, Samual Preston, who
were there to see their work on display and show their loved ones their accomplishment.
Preston, a Fine Arts Graduate student, painted a small postcard sized work on a piece of copper. His
preceding work consisted of three 9’ wide panels which were pieced together. Knowing this drastic
contrast, one can understand and respect the simplicity of his work in this exhibit. The tiny handheld
pointillism painting depicts the back side of a woman on a couch. The series of thin layers of oil
painted with a tiny brush make up both the shape of the couch and the human form itself. To reinforce
the pattern in the couch, Preston went back and made a cross-hatch pattern, which emphasizes the
shape and dimension. Preston used a thin wash over the copper, which becomes a flesh tone for the
woman. Perhaps the simplicity and sheer use of material is what draws the eye and makes this piece
stand out.
The other works in the gallery range from larger scale oil paintings to simple life-size charcoal
drawings. One work has a hidden bunny in the background and little people walking on the side of the
canvas. Another uses the power of shapes and colors to represent the human form. The beauty of the
exhibit is that no two are alike. Each of the artists uses their own style and ideas. One work even
appears translucent, depicting a woman’s bare chest, very pale with visible veins. Some of the
paintings are vibrant and lively, while others are dark and obscure.
The first, second, and third place winners were marked, but out of 100 entries, only 18 were chosen
for the exhibit. This gives you an idea of the prestige Kent Williams, one of the exhibit’s jurors, brings
to the art community. Williams is a well established American painter and graphic novelist who won
several awards for his art. Fie is a graduate of the Pratt Institute as well as a visiting instructor there.
Currently teaching painting at the Art College of Design in Pasadena, California, Williams is primarily
a figurative painter whose work is both bold and subtle. He has also explored printmaking,
photography, design, architecture, and film. Perhaps Williams’ passion for the human form is the
reason for the exhibit.
The University has the privilege and honor to hold these yearly nationally judged exhibits. This year,
with more integration and variation, the show brings more national recognition and appreciation for
the Fontbonne Art community. Whether or not you are an art enthusiast, stop by the Fine Arts gallery
for fresh take on the human form and decide for yourself your favorite pieces. You just might find you
disagree with Kent Williams. Don’t forget to look for the bunny.

1 of 1

11/9/2012 9:59 AM

Fontbamer - Man on a Mission: Gotta Go

http://fontbanner.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/comments/man_on...

Man on a Mission: Gotta Go
By Dino Hiros

‘

February 23, 2012

Last semester I was in Ryan Hall searching for an office, where I could pay for a parking ticket that I
got when my car was parked on the commuter lot (I figured that the commuter lot was free parking,
like a kind of consolation prize since there isn’t any parking on the main lot). The halls were quiet and
desolate and paying the ticket wasn’t my top priority anymore, finding a bathroom became number
one. It became a situation of dry jeans or humiliation.
I shuffled up the stairs to the second floor and waddled through the door. My backpack bounced up
and down with my hurried pace. To the left and the right were doors but none had the malnourished
figure with “men” written under it. Guessing that it was on the third floor I ran up the stairs, which
probably did more harm than good. I walked up and down the hallway three times and decided that it
has to be upstairs; there’s no way the building doesn’t have a men’s room.(Although we are the
minority, men have to go too.) By the time I reached the fourth floor, every step was a risk, and I had a
few close calls, to say the least.
I had no luck on the top floor, so I headed back down to the third floor and took one quick sweep
through to make sure I didn’t miss it and then flew down to the second floor. I was doing the T have to
pee walk,’ where you waddle with your knees buckled inwards, gritting your teeth grit. I must have
looked like I was lost because a nice lady nearby asked if I needed help. I told her I was looking for a
restroom, and she said it was on the third floor on the right side, but I have to be careful not to miss it
since it doesn’t look like a bathroom. Clearly, she had fielded this question before, as she answered
with such precise directions. On my way upstairs I decided that her name was something angelic like
Hope or Grace while thinking of the sweet relief that awaited me.
I walked up and down the hallway and didn’t see a bathroom; all the doors are wooden and look like
offices or closet. Hope/Grace lied to me and isn’t an angel, or I’m really stupid and can’t follow

1 of 2

11/9/2012 9:59 AM

Fontbanner - Man on a Mission: Gotta Go

http://fontbanner.fontbonne.edu/index.php/stories/comments/man_on...

directions. Giving Grace/Hope the benefit of the doubt, I gave it another try. There it was: a wooden
door with that glass you can’t see through, and a sign made out of computer paper that read ‘MEN’ in
72 point font.
I opened the door—but not so quickly—because I didn’t want to look like I was about to have an
accident in front of the other guys that might be in the bathroom. The first thing I saw was a toilet
about eight to ten feet away perched up on a step. It was a single person bathroom, and quite frankly
had to be the weirdest bathroom in history. I turned and locked the door because nothing would be
more awkward than someone walking in on you in a single person bathroom. (It happened in
preschool, and I can’t have that happen to me again. Evidently, I’m still not over it). Basically, it would
stop the flow of the situation, (literally).
The narrow corridor led to a toilet on a step with a window next to it. What weird bathroom wouldn’t
be complete without its own window? So as I peed I looked out the window because windows are
made for looking out of, so don’t judge me. The whole experience really put into perspective the
phrase of “When ya gotta go, ya gotta go.” Just know that in Ryan Hall, if you’re a guy, when you
gotta go, the thing to keep in mind is knowing the right place to go, so good luck finding it.
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Student Athletes Say Nope to Dope
By Adam Walker 1 February 23, 2012

Failing a drug test is a college athlete’s worst nightmare—some sort of scandal that could ruin their
careers or lives, as players have been involved in scandals from hazing to substance abuse, and even
ridiculous bribes such as accepting tattoos (Ohio State) or a house (USC). While most college students
think about living the “college dream” that doesn’t include fame, society has irrationally paved the
way for future students looking to break free. To avoid future issues with potential substance abuse,
the University has come up with a few ways that could help inform our student-athletes of the dangers
of college life.
Two weeks ago, a few student-athletes (Kim Carter, Marissa Simon, Dustin Graves, and Austin
Benner) were selected by coaches and school staff members to represent the University in the 2012
APPLE Conference in Huntington Beach, CA. They were accompanied by two of the Universities
staff members, (Maria Eftink, Athletic Director, and Claudia Charles, Director of Counseling and
Wellness) during their three-day stay in the golden state. According to The University of Virgina, The
APPLE Conferences “are the leading national training symposiums dedicated to substance abuse
prevention and health promotion for student athletes and athletic department administrators.” The
APPLE Conferences have been developed for the past 20 years by University of Virginia, and are
sponsored by NCAA. With speakers from the University of California at Irvine, University of Virginia,
and Directors of prestigious programs throughout the NCAA, “The students learned more about
themselves as leader roles and issues that they face every day,” says Eftink.
In one of California’s most popular beach locations, after battling the twenty-four hour traffic
conditions, the six representatives went through long days of educational conferences, interactive
feedback sessions, team building skills and meetings all based off of the APPLE model. The system
includes seven slices of an apple with a skill written on each piece to represent a skill that each
university or college thinks that they need to improve on. The Universities decided to focus on two
slices of the apple, which were Educational Policy and Drug Testing. When approached on the subject
Sophomore Pitcher, Graves says “It was very interesting to see how other schools did things while
learning what this system has to offer.” The skills that the conference highlights help improve and
increase student leadership skills, knowledge of substance abuse, build student-administrator
relationships, and create a designated action plan.
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Some of the Educational Programs the university representatives identified to establish the first slice of
the apple will be implemented carefully throughout Student-Athlete Orientations, mentoring programs,
and keynote speakers. Mentoring programs will have a variety of platforms from personal to
peer-to-peer, to coach and administrators as well. In establishing this type of relationship, Athletic
Director, Maria Eftink says, “We (the University) want to develop trusting relationships with our
student-athletes.” Eftink made it clear that the University wants to construct a family aspect in
counseling with a no repercussion policy to those who are seeking help.
As guidance, the Athletic Department came up with identifying major issues that young adults face
every day and addressing them in the student-athlete orientations. While trying to build a strong
foundation for all student athletes, local colleges have teamed up to combine funds to have
informative seminars with key speakers who will share their experiences with them.
The second slice of the APPLE model that the University decided to work on was future drug testing
for student-athletes. Our group of representatives decided to pick drug testing because of the recent
statistics of Marijuana and alcohol abuse amongst college students. Marijuana usage is most frequent
among 18 to 20 year old adults as well as Alcohol abuse throughout colleges across the United States
says the Huffmgton Post. While focusing on drug testing, the Fontbonne Athletic Department hopes to
prevent any negative behaviors or consequences that may affect the well being of the twenty-two
athletic teams here at the University. At the beginning of every academic school year each studentathlete will go through and sign a four page informative packet that gives the NCAA the ability to drug
test athletes at random. Athletic Director, Maria Eftink wants this program to have “no negative
ramifications.” The university plans on creating more events for students on and off campus to keep
them busy. Some of the recent events that the University has put on have been lazer tag night, dodge
ball, and a variety of comedy, and hypnotist nights.
Some student athletes don’t feel the same way, as a few male and female students who would like to
remain anonymous stated that “I feel like it’s an invasion of my privacy,” and “it’s a waste of athletic
funding that could go to sports equipment or new renovations to the DSAC.” While some argued that
“If you don’t do drugs then it’s not a big deal.” A controversial issue that many universities across the
United States are currently facing, our University is currently going over the options of drug testing to
implement over the next couple years.
While trying to maintain some sort of balance, student-athletes have been on both sides of the
spectrum, good and bad. Over the next few years the University’s athletic department will be making
some positive changes as many of the teams have made conference tournaments over the past few
years. The University hopes to further build its relationship with student-athletes by educating them in
multiple life and academic lessons as they encourage more students to start saying “Nope to Dope!”
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Year of the Dragon
By Erica Van Burén 1 February 23, 2012
The Mandarin House is a restaurant where the energy is calm. The bright red and gold coloring of the
curtains, the luxurious drapery, and the indoor pond filled with carp felt like something more than just
a restaurant near campus. Upon entering the building, I was welcomed by a smiling greeter “Are you
part of the Fontbonne event?” she asked wondering where to sit me.
January 23rd marked the start of the Chinese New Year. The Fontbonne community gathered to
celebrate this event as a way of letting the Asian community know even though they are miles and
miles away from home, their culture still has a significant presence here. The Mandarin House is
located at Page & highway 170, no more than 15 minutes away from campus.
To address any confusion over the Year of the Dragon each table had a Chinese zodiac sheet that
explained each animal and the adjoining personality traits. According the provided sheet the dragon is
the mightiest of all the signs. The dragon symbolizes dominance and ambition, and people bom under
this sign prefer to live by their own mies and if left on their own, are usually successful. They’re
driven, unafraid of challenges, and willing to take risks. Anyone bom in the years 1964, 1976, 1988,
2000, 2012 are considered to have the personality of the dragon. The idea of the zodiac isn’t too
different from the concept of astrological signs that people in the United States follow.
Ryan Saale, Assistant Director International Affairs, introduced the people that were responsible for
putting the event together. Dr. Dennis Golden, President of the University welcomed everyone and
commenced the festivities, and everyone was excited about experiencing a different culture. Everyone
in the dining hall was wearing a smile and held their chop sticks in their hands waiting to be served.
The servers brought out bowls of soup to get things going. Next to eat was cold cuts consisting of
chicken and beef. After the appetizers we were served Dumplings, Mandarin beef, shrimp with
walnuts and broccoli, fish, bean curd with mushrooms, and bamboo shoots with mustard greens.
Throughout dinner Saale raffled off a few gifts, including a pack of chop sticks, a beautifully crafted
tea cup and last but not least Mahjong, a board game with similar rules as chess and dominoes. The last
was a gift that will be kept in the Griffin’s nest for everyone to have the opportunity to learn about the
game. To top the night off a few of the students decided to share a song that showed how excited
everyone was about the celebration. “Congratulations, Congratulations it’s the New Year.”
Even though we were out of our comfort zone, the consensus at the table was to try everything in front
of us. The worst that could happen was discovering that one particular dish was better than another.
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From the Smokers’ Corner
By Christian Mitchell ; February 24, 2012
Often, I find myself having the greatest ideas with a cigarette in hand: the perfect ending to a paper, a
breakthrough on the meaning of life, or just a simple way to fix whatever problem I’ve come across.
When smokers get together, almost every one of us has an epiphany that we cannot wait to share. For
example, any party you go to has a place dominated by conversation in the smoker’s corner.
There was a time when this campus was a smoker’s paradise, with butt receptacles at every door and
no restrictions on where one may loiter. Students and faculty alike were comfortably and discreetly
able to get their fix. I can remember having conversations that were truly amazing; ideas about the
ultimate video game using Google Earth to turn any location into a virtual zombie apocalypse or
tackling the hard-hitting question of religion in a group where every opinion was respected. Today,
however, the campus is covered with signs that declare “This is a smoke free campus.”
In the spring of 2010, the University decided on the total ban. Smoking anywhere besides a vehicle or
the outskirts of campus could now result in a hefty fine. Annoyed, yet willing to comply, we smokers
accepted our new fate. Smoking on campus now leaves one with two paths: public shaming on the
sidewalks or adding to the ordinary frustration of on-campus parking.
Rarely do smokers go out of their way to puff around those who do not partake, but when venturing
out to Big Bend or Wydown it is almost impossible not to avoid them. Instead of smoking around other
smokers, we now get to enjoy the presence of joggers, bicyclists, and mothers pushing strollers. The
majority of these non-smokers do not greet us with smiles, but with scowls and glares that could break
the most hardened spirit. Even worse, pedestrians will occasionally speak out in anger towards us.
Beau Gambill, senior, recalls an incident on Wydown when two joggers came his way. “When I saw
them I stepped into the grass and tried to stay out of their path, but as they passed one of them
scrunched her face and said ‘Ugh, cigarette smoke, thanks.’”
Those who have experienced the extreme negatives of sidewalk smoking often turn to our cars for
solace. However, instead of a cozy metal cocoon to smoke in, smokers are subject to more stress from
bystanders. Due to the University’s limited parking, it is a common sight to see cars slowly creeping
behind someone walking. However, if following a smoker, the driver of a car will soon be filled with
more frustration, often redirected at the smoker. Expletives may be thrown about, unfriendly hand
gestures displayed proudly, and the same demeaning looks given on the sidewalks are now found in
one’s car.
Even with all the negativity aimed at them, most smokers just pray they encounter nobody else or try
their best to ignore others so they can carry on with their day. In fact, the biggest complaint isn’t the
belittling, but the lack of accommodations made by the school. We aren’t asking for anything grand,
just the basics anyone might want for a place they continually visit.
Instead of the necessary number of cigarette receptacles, University smokers have been reduced to
one, small, frequently over-flowing apparatus in the upper lot on the Big Bend side of AB. This
receptacle was finally placed there after almost two years. When a group of students asked if another
smoker’s oasis and bench, if possible, could be placed at another out-of-the-way location, they were
promised that it would be looked into. A semester later, and after finally giving up asking, there is still
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just the one lowly receptacle.
Instead of the great conversation that used to happen between us, smokers now hurriedly rush to and
from their designated areas trying to get back on campus as quickly as possible. There is no longer a
bond between us; the smoke-free signs have turned us into solitary individuals. We need to band
together and take back smoking, take back the conversations, and take back the positives of our
smoking identity. Until then we will be left shamefully on the outskirts of campus society, perpetually
hoping for better treatment and proper accommodations.

2 of 2

11/9/2012 9:59 AM

Fontbarmer - Men’s Basketball Hopes to Heat Up

http: //fontbanner.fontbonne .edu/index.php/stories/comments/mens_bas...

Men’s Basketball Hopes to Heat Up
By Justin Williams

‘

February 27, 2012

This season, the men’s basketball team’s offense has been struggling to get hot. Behind new head
th
coach Steve Schafer, who received his first career victory against Central College on November 19 ,
the men’s record stands at 3-13 overall and 2-6 in the St. Louis Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
(SLIAC).
Head Coach Steve Schafer is only the second men’s basketball coach in University history. Schafer
said “Fontbonne University is a special place with great people, an excellent academic reputation and
a rich basketball tradition. I am honored to be selected as the new head men’s basketball coach.”
Originally from Benedictine University in Lisle, Illinois, Schafer served as an assistant coach since
2009. Benedictine won the Northern Athletics Conference (NAC) championship this past season and
earned a trip to the NCAA Division III National Basketball tournament. Schafer also served as an
assistant coach at North Park University in Chicago from 2004-2009, but began his coaching years at
Augustana College where he served as a student assistant in 2000-2001. From there, he served as an
assistant coach at Wayne State College in Wayne, Nebraska from 2001-2004.
In the first game of the season, the men’s team fell to Franklin College 79-70 and shot only 46 percent,
committing 19 turnovers. Also ailing the Men was the three-point shooting, which ended up being
about 9 percent. Although the team had trouble in their first game, they did not give in. Immediately
following their opening performance, the men earned their first victory of the season, defeating
Central College 68-66. In this close game, junior guard Nolan Zoellner and Daniel Lisch, scored a
season-high points record, with 19 points from Zoellner and 15 from Lisch. Also leading the team was
junior Eric Hamilton, who put up his first double- double with 12 points and 10 rebounds.
The seemingly never ending problem of offense has continued to loom over the men this season, losing
to Rose-Hulman Institute of technology 71-42 and Blackburn College 69-62. The team has not given
up though and beat MacMurray College 63-61 with sophomore guard Andrew Chism in the lead.
Chism scored a team-high 19 points off the bench. Scoring six of the last nine points, including a few
free throws, Chism was followed up by sophomore Tyler Garner who posted a team-high of16
rebounds and 10 points.
Later in the season, the men broke a three-game losing streak against Principia College 99-74, which
was their third win of the season. The offensive problems no longer seemed a problem for the team,
with seven different players scoring in the double digits, with Junior Nolan Zoellner and sophomore
Andrew Chism in the lead with 15 points apiece. Also scoring behind Zoellner and Chism was junior
Tyler Gamer (14 points), Junior Yada Demisse (13 points and 8 rebounds), Juniors Daniel Lisch and
Bryton Curtis (11 points), and Sophomore Eric Jenkins (10 points). The season high 99 points was not
only the best of the season, but the team’s goal to achieve on a more consistent basis. They also held
firm in the paint, outrebounding Pricipia 41-3’0.
Although the team’s scoring problems seemed to have subsided by the middle of the season, the men
still had trouble on the court in their game against first place ranked Webster University on January
23rd. The University lost to Webster 84-69, and fell behind 10 points just at halftime. Shooting 32
percent from the floor and 26 percent from behind the arc, the men were never able to close that 10
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points. The University had contributions from Yada Demisse (sophomore) with a game-high 17 points
and Bryton Curtis (junior) with 13 points off the bench. Transfer Greg Gentry also had a good showing
with 10 points.
Although the shooting woes continue for the University Men, they will continue on toward the goal of
winning the conference championship.
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Men’s Volleyball Enters a New Conference
By Justin Williams

‘

February 27, 2012

This year, as the men’s Volleyball team prepares for the upcoming season, they will now be playing in
a new conference called the Continental Volleyball Conference (CVC). In this newly established
conference, The University will be one of ten different teams competing across the country. The men
will be competing in the Western Division of the CVC with other members including University of
California - Santa Cruz, Carthage College, Milwaukee School of Engineering (MSOE), and Mount St.
Joseph. Being their first season in the CVC, the University Men’s volleyball team was given the 9
place rank in the CVC poll.

th

The first CVC Tournament will be held on March 1 in the Dunham Student Activites Center, in
which the Griffins will compete. The second of the two tournaments will be held at the Milwaukee
School of Engineering. Although the men will have their hands full with the teams mentioned
previously, they will also play NCAA Divison II teams like Quincy University and Lindenwood
University.
The University opens the season with 12 total players on their roster with head coach Matt Bright
patrolling the sidelines. Of these 12 players, returning to the team is three time All-Conference Libero
Scott Ginger and Michael Visintine (Seniors), as well as Senior Robbie Monroe who is returning for his
fourth season as a starter for the University. The team also has nine lettermen returning and added
three Freshmen.
This year the men are working harder than ever toward a successful season. “We are a team. We want
to build the program up and help the underclassmen gain good experience so that later down the line,
when we are gone, they will be what we are to them now. We want a good solid leadership core, and
the way to that is through the younger guys,” says team Captain Scott Ginger. Also a team Captain,
Michael Visintine stated, “We need to maintain focus with a tough schedule.” With that in mind, the
team will get better in-game experience and will need to train at a high level in order to succeed, which
will not only make better players but a better, more solid team as a whole.
Coming off of their most successful season in University history, where they lost to Carthage College
within the last games, the University is ready for an even better season. During their last season, the
Griffins finished off with an 8-19 record, which included a school record three game winning streak in
February. After this record setting performance, post season honors were given to Junior Scott Ginger,
who was named First team All-Midwest Conference Libero while senior Michael Visintine was named
to the second team All-conference. Ending their careers were alumni Frank Scheetz and Kenny
Buergler, who both held school records for blocks and assists.
Head coach Matt Bright said “I think the program took another couple of steps forward this year. I’m
thrilled about the progress we made and excited about the future of Fontbonne volleyball.” Following
up in the footsteps of one of the most successful teams in University history, the team is looking to
work hard and keep a strong leadership core so that not only will they grow as a team this year, but in
future years. These men understand that this future is now upon them, and the men want to continue
on the winning path with another record setting performance this year.
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University Awarded for Partnership with
Brentwood Schools
By Jessica Shilling 1 February 27, 2012
Purple and Gold school colors aren’t the only things the University and Brentwood schools have in
common. For 16 years, the Education department at the University has partnered with the Brentwood
school district to form a joint program, both to prepare education students for their teaching careers
and collaborate with current teachers and students K-12. This partnership has received national
recognition from The Association of Independent Liberal Arts Colleges for Teacher Education
(AILACTE). AILACTE recognizes four qualities carried out in the Educational departments of
universities and colleges across the nation.
The University was the winner of the 2011 Model of Excellence Award for Quality II, in recognition of
the Partnership with the Brentwood School district and the Special School District. The Partnership
began in 1995 as a member of the Professional Development School Collaborative (PDSC). The
PDSC paired colleges and universities with schools in order to increase student achievement for both
K-12, as well as to provide experiences for aspiring and professional teachers. “It’s a great honor to be
recognized by peer colleges, especially since it’s a national award. It’s a big honor for Fontbonne,”
says Dr. Judith Weaver Failoni who started the program in 1995.
The program originally had Seed Money from the Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education and the Danforth Foundation which helped fund the program. The partnership eventually
broke from the PDSC and became self-sustaining.
Currently, the program places students with teachers in ten of the twelve academic departments within
the University. From math to special education, Fontbonne education students are well recognized in
the halls of Brentwood Schools. Brentwood has top-notch technology offering access to smart boards,
parent portals, a digital drop box, and multiple computers in each classroom accessible to students,
which helps Fontbonne students prepare for their careers.
“Pre-service teachers have the opportunity to get hands-on experiences in real-life classrooms. In
working with master teachers pre-service teachers get to see beyond the textbook and develop
practical strategies that can be applied in their future classrooms,” says Brentwood Middle School
Science and Language Arts teacher, Nancy Queathem-Haupert.
The partnership also integrates a mentoring program, LAMP (Learning and Mentoring Program).
Brentwood students work with Fontbonne students, allowing them to develop personal relationships
with adult role models. “It is wonderful to see Fontbonne students walking down the hall high-fiving
their mentees or working with them in small groups to reduce the student to teacher ratio,” QueathemHaupert says.
Brentwood students also take a trip to the University to visit their mentors as well as tour the campus.
They enjoy a pizza lunch in the DSAC and also receive a t-shirt. Queatheam-Haupert says it is a huge
hit for the kids, especially since it is their first time on a college campus. It gets them thinking about
college.
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The partnership is beneficial to both Fontbonne and Brentwood Schools. It is comprehensive both at a
university and school district level. The program has a committee which meets several times a year.
The committee, which includes Dr. Freeman, Dean of Education, Cary Tuckey, coordinator of student
teacher placement, Julie Sperry, Brentwood Middle School Principal, and Jennifer Lee, Special School
District Teacher for Brentwood High School, get together to discuss plans, set goals, plan activities,
and evaluate the program. They also make formal presentations to the Brentwood Board of Education
each year and attend a national school development conference each year to showcase their
achievements.
“As opposed to just a math class partnering a math student teacher, it is an entire department paired
with an entire school district, “informs Carey Tuckey student teaching coordinator.
Fontbonne also offers Brentwood School District teachers who host Fontbonne students on a regular
basis free courses. Up to $9,000 worth.
It’s clear to see why Brentwood and Fontbonne are so in sync with one another. They have an “I’ll
scratch your back, you scratch mine” kind of agreement. The partnership has developed and
advanced productively over the years. With Fontbonne students being Brentwood’s first choice of
student teacher placement, they get a nice foot in the door to experience hands on training and
advanced use of technology. Brentwood even has some Fontbonne alumni on staff.
The AILACTE award is not only special because it is a nationally recognized award, but because
Fontbonne’s unique partnership with Brentwood is unlike any other. The official plaque can be seen in
the education department on the second floor of Ryan Hall. It is just another reason to brag about
Fontbonne being a great place to receive a college education.
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Ariuna Ganim: What’s in a Name?
By Derek Boeckelmann ; February 28, 2012
In a sea of Davids, Jeffs, Kevins, and Coreys, a name like Arjuna is impossible to forget. Named for
the warrior prince in the Bhagavada Gita, an Indian epic, Arjuna Ganim has to be one of the most
unique non international student names on campus. Ganim owes his interesting name to his father
who, “Kinda went through a Hindu phase, back when the Beatles did,” Arjuna joked.
Unique names run in the family, Arjuna explained. Being the oldest of three children, he set the stage
for being named after concepts and people in Hindu mythology. His sister Ananda, is named after one
of the main Hindu idesa of achieving bliss. Krishna, his younger brother is named after one of the
many avatars of god.
When sitting in a classroom, Arjuna maintains a sense of normalcy. The usual attire of hoodies, t-shirts,
and jeans puts on an air of being just an average college student. The only thing that might seem
different about him at first is his tall, lanky figure that makes him impossible to see the front of the
classroom if you’re behind him. Highly opinionated and not afraid to talk out, the first thing noticeable
is his unique voice, a tone you can’t really place a regional area too. A student who sometimes speaks
before finishing his thoughts, expect to hear a few stammering “You knows” before the class is out.
Arjuna Ganim came to the University as a transfer student. His first college experience started at
Mizzou, as he spent a year there attempting to adjust to the packed lecture halls and big campus
lifestyle. Recalling an encounter with a professor out on the street Arjuna says, “I waved at him, and
he gave an awkward wave back, unsure of who I even was even after spending countless times talking
to him after class.”
Taking a step back, Arjuna decided to spend a year in the community college circuit. Deciding on a
possible major, Dietetics, he spent most of his time splitting classes between Meramec and Forest Park.
Both of these colleges didn’t seem to feel right either, something about the professors didn’t click with
the ideal college experience Arjuna was looking for.
Going out on a whim to check out the summer open house at the University, Arjuna seemed to bite off
a bit more than he could chew finding out that the Dietetics program would be full of chemistry
courses. Shifting focus, he went to strike up random conversations with Dr. William Freeman, head of
the Education Department, and Dr. Jason Sommer of the English Department. He appreciated they had
“Taken the time to talk to some random kid when I was probably interrupting them from work.” The
encounters helped shaped his opinion on changing his study focus from not only Education but to
English as well.
As students know, it isn’t just a simple drop into that dream job. Starting out, Arjuna originally worked
in a restaurant. Working up the ladder he eventually moved from a horrible dish washing job, to
actually prepping and cooking food for customers. The inflexible hours coupled with a school schedule
just wouldn’t work. This led him to take a new job to continue to help pay the college tuition by
working at Dierbergs. Arjuna tends to not let the hassle of everyday life get to him and tries to find
time to enjoy even the simplest of joys of merely being outside on a warm day.
Attempting to squeeze every minute out of his free time, Arjuna is also training to be a Non Skating
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Official and eventually a referee for the Confluence Crush Roller Derby. One benefit of the job is how
the training allows Arjuna time to work out, doubling up on his time for work and play. Not everyone
would be willing to place themselves on the line to keep score for a game, and Arjuna even
commented that, “Given the sheer hardcore nature of roller derby, and the fact that I'm not a natural
skater at all, I'd call it pretty crazy.”
Being in the English program, it’s no surprise Arjuna enjoys reading outside the classroom setting.
Despite having a large ranging taste, Sci-fi is his favorite genre. Dune by Frank Herbert happens to be
his favorite book series of all time. Arjuna says of the series, “It was once praised for being the longest
and bestselling sci-fi series of all time. It accounts for more than 5000 years of societal change and...”,
pausing for a moment the gears were still spinning in his head attempting to catch up and continue his
train of thought, “It’s been a really big influence on even Star Wars, so the impact’s been huge.”
Despite his casual appearance it would be easy to assume Arjuna’s musical taste would fall into normal
pop genres. It might come as a surprise to know his favorite musical genre is industrial metal, a
subgenre of the metal music scene known for its inclusion of synthesizers and electrónica elements.
Trent Reznor is not only a pioneer of this genre with his work with Nine Inch Nails, but also, is one of
Arjuna’s favorite artists. Also making the list is Doom Metal and electrónica. Arjuna appreciates the
music of bands like The Sword and the Gorrilaz in those respects. In keeping with the hodgepodge of
musical intake, Beck and his self-coined Anti-folk style of music round out just a sliver of Arjuna’s
musical collection.
When asked what he really wanted to do, he jokingly stated it might sound cliché, but “I like the idea
of benefiting society and making the world a better place. Call me idealistic, but that actually is a
crucial part of my philosophy of education. If I can improve life here on Earth for even one person,
then I have done something good.”
While not the most common name to western ears, the name Arjuna means: “bright,” “shining,”
’’white,” and “silver.” Hopefully, he can draw from the meaning of these words to fulfill his desire to
change the world.
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